
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David G. Millen Middle School 

 

Law and Government Academy 
 

If Magnet School Assistance Program (MSAP) funds are awarded the following narrative 

outlines an aggressive plan for implementation. If MSAP funds are not awarded the following 

plan will be implemented at a slower pace. Middle school academies are a priority outlined in 

our community and school strategic plan known as The Palmdale PROMISE.  

Each of our middle school academies will offer three learning pathways. Two pathways are 

district priorities: Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Mathematics (STEAM) using 

selected modules from Project Lead the Way (PLTW) Gateway to Learning, and Visual 

and Performing Arts (VAPA). Each middle school has also developed a third campus-

specific magnet program that will be developed through detailed planning in Year 1. Each 

magnet pathway will require teachers to teach and use “backward planning,” working with the 

students to design a culminating project, and then determine the planning, information, materials, 

information, and timeline to execute the project. By Year 3, all magnet academies will have 

magnet themes integrated across a multidisciplinary curriculum. For example, History and 

Language Arts students will explore the development and growth of STEM industries of the 



magnet theme, and explore current events and the effect on the advancement and expansion of 

magnet technologies. Students will discuss, debate, and write expository pieces to deepen their 

learning. VAPA students will discover how the media and developing technologies impact the 

arts. They will also work alongside engineering and design students to design and build theater 

sets and lighting schemes for school drama performances. Magnet academies will integrate 

Humanities, Arts, Sciences, and Technologies through development of interdisciplinary Project 

Based Learning. 

 

 

Program Overview. In addition to full implementation of the district’s STEAM and VAPA 

initiatives, David G. Millen (DGM) Law and Government Academy will specialize in two 

additional areas, Humanities, which includes Law and Government, and VAPA. 

The Law and Government Academy (LGA) will examine skills and careers associated with 

professions in community, state, national and international law and government such as 

attorneys, government careers, politicians, and first responders through a school-wide 

interdisciplinary approach. Students will have the opportunity to take LGA-focused classes as 

either core classes or electives, as well as participate in after school clubs/teams. Additionally, 

DGM Academy will host many of the Law and Government-themed programs for Palmdale 

School District, such as the Inter-School Communication Council and the Model United Nations 

Program.  The program will also field a Mock Trial team in conjunction with the program 

currently offered by our partners at Highland High School.  

LGA Specialized curriculum: Our Law and Government Pathway 6th grade interdisciplinary 

curriculum offers an examination of laws and society with an emphasis on social contracts. For 

7th grade, students explore History and Systems of Government as an extension of laws and 

societies. In 8th grade, students expand on knowledge gained from 6th and 7th grades and delve 

into Civilizations focusing on Civics; 8th grade includes a case study of US Government: how 



governments are formed and sustained. Teachers completed training to develop and enhance 

student leadership skills. We are planning to add a foreign language lab that can teach multiple 

languages, with software that will do both instruction and grading. We will upgrade the Spanish I 

classes to Honors. 

Throughout the LGA academy, students will have the opportunity to meet local attorneys 

and government officials. In preparation for the Mock Trial, students will visit a courtroom and 

observe proceedings of a trial. In Mock Trial, student compete with more than 2,000 students in 

LA County. Students participate as lawyers, witnesses, court clerks, or bailiff, where they 

develop their analytical, logical reasoning, and communication skills. 

The core of the LGA relies upon the six proven practices highlighted in the document 

Revitalizing K-12 Civil Learning in CA: A Blueprint for Action, LGA will include the six proven 

practices of civil learning. 1) Provide instruction in government, history, law democracy; 2) 

Incorporate discussion of current local, national, and international issues and events in the 

classroom, particularly those that young people view as important in their lives; 3) Design and 

implement programs with opportunities to apply what they learn through performing community 

service that is linked to the formal curriculum and classroom instruction; 4) Offer extra-

curricular activities that provide opportunities for young people to get involved in their schools 

and communities; 5) Encourage student participation in school governance; 6) Encourage 

students’ participation in simulations of democratic processes and procedures (Guilfoile & 

Delander, 2014). Practices will be integrated into social studies and English classes in grades 6-

8, as well as LGA-specific courses. 

Civics and the Constitution. 8th grade students will study the formation of the Union 

and history and process of writing the U.S. Constitution. Students will know the purpose and 

activities of the three branches of government and become familiar with the elements of the 

Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and the Amendments. Students taking the Speech and Debate 



courses will develop public speaking skills, including extemporaneous speaking, declamation, 

and storytelling. They will learn to research, develop an argument, question, and learn rebuttal 

skills. Teachers will develop school-level debate competitions around topical issues. This course 

will be a prerequisite for participation in Model UN. Students will be encouraged to explore 

Youth Toastmasters, and will be encouraged to start a Teen Toastmasters club. Legal Careers 

offers a foundation in legal analysis and reasoning where students learn civil procedure and 

criminal law, with a focus on career planning, professionalism and ethics. 

Mock Trial is an academic competition in which students participate as attorneys, 

witnesses, court clerks and bailiffs as they acquire a working knowledge of the judicial system. 

As team members, they study a hypothetical legal case, research legal documents, and receive 

guidance from volunteer attorneys on courtroom procedures and trial preparation. Students gain 

self-confidence in their deduction and reasoning capabilities and learn the power of exceptional 

communication and debate skills. Model UN will be a course to prepare students to participate in 

Model United Nations simulations. California YMCA Youth & Government have provided the 

Model UN (MUN) program to middle school students throughout California since 2001. PSD 

middle school students, as delegates, will participate in the program will peers from other 

schools. Students discuss international issues, discover other cultures, develop life-enhancing 

skills, and make new friends. Model UN for middle school and 9th grade students will be hosted 

and facilitated by DGM teachers and students. The four-month program culminates when 

delegates from around the state meet at the YMCA’s annual Model UN Delegate Assembly. The 

Model UN class will focus on contemporary international issues and world geography. The 

course prepares students to be better global citizens who civilly engage with others in the world 

for peaceful conflict resolution and sustainable human development. Students focus on 

diplomacy, negotiation, and decision making in an international context. Students write a 

position paper on a country that is assigned to them. They learn to make oral arguments, make 



motions, and learn the rules of procedures, and making motions. All this work culminates in a 

Model UN simulation where students represent the country assigned to their group. 

Environmental Law. This is an interdisciplinary area of study that involves science and 

the law.  DGM has a partner who currently is a Fuels Expert for the U.S. Department of Defense, 

working in Navy and Marine branches in the U.S. and Japan.  (See Letter of Support in 

Appendix). The Fuels Expert communicate via Skype with students to discuss environmental 

issues as they relate to development of environmental regulations and enforcement, As a woman, 

and environmental scientist who began her career at Edwards Air Force Base here in the AV, the 

consultant is a role model who will encourage young women to consider a career in 

environmental science or law. She is married to an attorney who is also a Marine. 

Our Visual and Performing Arts (VAPA) program, while having traditional arts, will 

focus on “new media” and design skills. Students will use the technology of “new media” such 

as digital photography and design, video editing, and blog design to create the type of media that 

they have become accustomed to. They will also use these 21st century skills to develop brand 

identities and learn how to market themselves. This will be coupled with traditional aspects of 

VAPA such as music, art, theater, and our after-school drama and dance programs. 

Art and Government interacts with the arts as from the perspective of regulator and 

patron. Like other forms of expression, art can inform, inspire or offend. Students will study arts 

as an expression of personal and social ideals reflecting personal and moral senses. Students will 

study regulation of artistic expression, copyright and plagiarism, learn how government funds the 

arts, and asking key questions such as “How is freedom of expression through art protected by 

the First Amendment?”  

DGM plans to develop a Journalism program that will examine freedom of speech, 

freedom of the press, and the right to obtain information or opinions without fear of government 

censorship or punishment. Students will explore various print and audio media, and analyze 



argument and persuasion. Forensic Study. Students will complete the PLTW module Medical 

Detectives from a medical-legal perspective. Students learn about the history of forensics, what 

are the safeguards to ensure forensic science is done properly – fingerprinting, capturing and 

preserving DNA evidence, how to collect evidence to build a legal case, etc. Competitive 

Academics will be a course in which students enhance their academic knowledge and practice 

problem solving in preparation for local and regional competitions. In arts and sciences, students 

compete in the annual Cyberquest, Mathletes, Lego Robotics, Science Olympiad, Dance Force 

competition, and music competitions. We will expand these events in the following years by 

providing school wide events for parents to attend such art shows (photography, film, fashion, 

etc.), Robotics, Mathletes, and other competitions. 

DGM Academy Partnerships. Our Mock Trial team partners with Highland High School to 

practice for the Constitutional Rights Foundation Mock Trial Competition. We are working with 

AVUHSD to create a local middle school division for annual Mock Trial Competition. We 

partner with the YMCA to compete as a Model United Nations Team with other schools from 

across the district, and DGM will host the 9th grade Model UN.  We coordinate with Worldstrides 

International Discovery to send students to Washington D.C. as well as a science discovery trip.    

Student Recruitment. DGM will invite 5th grade students to attend a Crime Scene Investigation 

Day. Students will move from the investigation stage to the trial stage. They will end the day as 

the jury deciding if the defendant is innocent or guilty.  We will visit feeder elementary schools 

and offer orientation days near the end of the school year. 


